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TAGS: 

SUB J : MEDIA REACTION TO BICENTENNIAL 

SUMMARY: BICENTENNIAL EVENTS OF JULY FOURTH IN USA 
GIVEN MODERATE BUT OBJECTIVE COVERAGE ON TV AND IN 
BOTH ENGLISH AND ARABIC LANGUAGE PRSS KUWAIT. 
ARTICLES MAINLY FROM WIRE SERVICES OR USIS SOURCES. 
LOCAL ARTICLES AND EDITORIAL COMMENT LIMITED. 

1 . AL SIYASA, JULY 4 FAVORABLY REVIEWED ECONOMIC 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN U.S. AND GULF STATES IN LOCALLY 
WRITTEN ARTICLE. BUT THE KUWAIT TIMES, 7/4, USED 
OCCASION TO CRITICIZE U.S. IN LONG EDITORIAL BY 
INDIAN WRITER DARA KADVA. LATTER IS CHIEF EDITORIAL 
WRITER FOR KUWAIT TIMES AND LONG KNOWN FOR HIS ANTI- 
AMERICANISM. EVEN SO, UNDER TITLE "MIXED FEELING 
ON 4TH JULY", KADVA "WITH A HEAVY HEART AND GREAT 
ANGUISH..." DOES WISH A "HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, 
AMERICA....", BUT NOT BEFORE NOTING THAT "THE 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION HAS BEEN OVERTAKEN BY REACTION, 
ANTI-COLONISLISM HAS BEEN REPLACED BY IMPERIAL- 
ISTIC POLICIES, FREEDOM FROM PERSECUTION HAS 
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BEEN SUBSTITUTED BY TERRITORIAL AGGRANDIZEMENT, 
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AND THE NOBLE CONCEPTS OF FREEDOM AND LIBERTY 
HAVE BEEN CONVERTED INTO SUPPORT FOR TYRANTS 
AND TIN-PET (SIC) DICTATORS.'' COPY OF FULL 
TEXT BEING SENT UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 

ON OTHER HAND. AL ANBA. JULY 6, PUBLISHED FULL PAGE 
PICTURE SPREAD OF BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION IN 
USA. 

2. AL QABAS, JULY 4. WHILE CARRYING SOME OBJEC- 
TIVE REPORTING ON BICENTENNIAL, SHARPLY ATTACKED 
AMERICAN STANCE TOWARD PLO AND U.S. ATTITUDES 
TOWARD LEBANON. EDITORIAL ACCUSES U.S. OF BEING 
"...STAUNCH OPPONENT OF LIBERTY AND DEMOCRACY. 

IT (U.S.) AIMS AT ESTABLISHING A FASCIST REACTIONARY 
REGIME IN LEBANON....” AND CONCLUDES "...ALL CONFRONTA- 
TION STATES MUST RECONSIDER RESULTS OF BLOODY TRAP 
SET UP BY KISSINGER IN THE ARAB REGION." 

3. AL ARABI, LOCAL MONTHLY WHICH CONSIDERED TO BE 
A LEADING PUBLICATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST, DEVOTED 
APPROXIMATELY 50 PAGES OF ITS JULY (BICENTENNIAL) 

ISSUE TO FAVORABLE ARTICLES ABOUT THE U.S., SOME OF 
THEM REPRINTS FROM AL MAJAL, OTHERS WRITTEN BY LOCAL 
AUTHORS OR REWRITTEN FROM USIS SUPPLIED MATERIAL. 
HOWEVER, ISSUE CRITICIZED LOCALLY. AL WATAN, 

ARABIC DAILY, ON JULY 5 CENSURES AL ARABI FOR 

USING CANNED MATERIAL, REFERRING TO AL MAJAL, 

AND ASKS SARCASTICALLY, "DOES AL ARABI SUFFER 
FROM A SHORTAGE OF MATERIAL OR PICTURES CAUSING 
IT TO SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM AN AMERICAN MAGAZINE, 

OR HAS RAPPROCHEMENT WITH AMERICA BECOME A 'MODE" 
NOWADAYS?" 

UNSIGNED ARTICLE IN AL RAI AL AM, ON JULY 6, MUCH 
MORE SCATHING IN CRITICISM AND OBJECTS TO SUCH 
ARTICLES BEING CARRIED IN A "GOVERNMENT PUBLICA- 
TION...." THE WRITER ASKS, "IS IT IN THE INTEREST 
OF THE STATE?" HE OBSERVES, "AMERICA IN ITS REAL 
AND UGLY FACE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KILLING OF 
THOUSANDS OF ARABS.... AMERICA IS THE ONE WHO 
PLANTED THE ZIONIST ENTITY IN THE HEART OF THE 
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ARAB HOMELAND. ARE THESE THE FAVORS OF AMERICA 
TO THE ARABS?" 

BOTH AL RAI AL AM AND AL WATAN EVIDENT ALLY USING 
JULY PUBLICATION AS OPPORTUNITY TO CRITICIZE 
AL ARABI'S EGYPTIAN EDITOR AHMAD BAHA 'EL-DIN. 
ANTAGONISM RE BAHA 'EL-DIN. HAS BEEN SMOULDERING IN 
BACKGROUND FOR MONTHS. AL RAI AL AM ACCUSES 
BAHA EL-DIN OF FOLLOWING COURSE "CONTRADICTORY 
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TO ARAB THOUGHTS AND AMBITIONS...." AL WATAN 
OBSERVES AL ARABI'S "...LEVEL HAS DETERIORATED...." 

SUCH CRITICISM WAS EXPECTED BY BAHA'IDIN, BUT IT 
MAY BAVE BEEN SHARPER THAN ANTICIPATED DUE POSI- 
TIVE AMERICAN REACTION TO ENTEBBE RESCUE, WHICH WAS CONDEMNED 
BY LOCAL PRESS. ADDITIONAL REPORT ON AL ARABI BICENTENNIAL 
EDITION TO FOLLOW. 
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